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ra for the Attem 6 : 
of this Sort; if he ws — be extream- 
ly and ae ſo far 2 28 an 2 1 | 
_ think che 
, were I to purſue the Path of ſome or 
the. Modern Shamefaced Writers, I ſhou'd give 
ſome Reaſons for the Occaſion of my undertaking © 
a L. ucubration of this Nature; but I look upon 
that as an Iaftingement upon the 
ite in the F or mation of an Author: 
My ˖öÜð e- EO A 3213 5 : 
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tentions to Wi 


1097 
We ee I mull be. a Wit, a 
And? 2 | thou, 


give u all „ 
and N to 5 ſo much and o ene 
ſteem' d Character, were I once to touch pen up- 


3 7 "yy OY 


0 N! LE, . 


All the modern Writers, that have any Pre- 
A Senſe, do the ſame; under 
the Title of poẽticãl (of proſeical) Licence, they 
bereft themſelves entirely of every 1 chat h 


f Mageſt r 
the e any of Magelty, ++ * 
| Modeſty! 


| — what W | I WP of: N — ſure 


there is no ſuch Word in Engliſh. — Yes now I re- / 
collect, there is an - old taſhion'd Word at 
Wende 
rere 


Nhe id: Certamly it 19 
for 1 cannot fay Y know whet it m 
But flops eee 1 gulf make eee 
— for my Deficiency of Knowledge; and 
tat wou'd'be 4 Difmtion to the Word at 
deer: - 2HY Wit then? why that wotrd be 
eee an Pornt blank in leſs then half 
2 Doren Lines. — pſhaw, I cou'd quote the beſt 
Tocher, that go it every Day, in every Line 1 
certainly am ror e ſimpudent enough; I find aft the 
2 ourds me. All Jean pretend to 
i wy ſelf is, FN endeavour, a y wil! 
N cee * a Bere of Perfec-' 
Hon - 
; 178. * | OY ; 5 | Thet ; 
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Ar ige of Tur. Wit and Safes 


Writing is entirely e upon it, as th 
be plainly ſeen by all thoſe that are equipped 


4 


with a Sufficiency never f 8 thoſe that . 
it never W . = "Rt g 


Think you 7 2 would ever have — 
up his C 1 g — Journal as long as 
rs were Books to apply to? but that his con- 
ſummate Modeſty would let him paſs nothing 
upon the Town for his, but what was really his 
own ; and the Town, in return, always acknow- 
ledged- they believed his Publications +con'd' 
be the Production of no other than himſelf, 
for that he was particularly happy in a Flow of: 
Language, a turn of Expreſſion, a Termination 
of Period (with ſome few Ei-Cteras) entirely. 
_ peculiar to himfelf, — Prodigious Genius! 
where ſhall we find thy Equal? — where is the 
Man that can write, and by his Stile be always 
known betauſe incomparable, inimitable, truly 
Original? — And yet the Conſequence is viſible :., 
the want of that real Charm to Authors, that ever 
Inſpirer of Sudlimity —Impudence, cauſed h 


Fall — his Fal What do I ſay? — He fell not? 


dut truly, and philofophically great, Socrates like, 
he: terminated” his Preſidence over the Republic”. 
of Literature by his. own Hand :, he took his 
Leave in ſuch'a Way, as plainly proved he was 
not ORDER to retire, but 8 by . 


( 6). 
* Inclination (which with the Aid of Reaſon 
directed him in all his Steps) he purſued the Path 
of all the. immortal Genius's — That is, when 
they had wrote 2958 ( or could write no NE) 
* deſiſted. 5 1 


FF ; 


: 


The Diſcontinuance of F Wer a 


himſelf as a Journaliſt is, undoubtedly, a great 


and ſenſible Misfortune to the Republick of Wits 
in general, and myſelf in particular. It hath of- 
ten (to the Merit of his Invention, and my Addi- 
tion be it ſpoken) been the Supply of many an 
Hour's Converſation in Company; He as an Au- 
thor, Las a Commentator, have equally ſhone at 
the ſame Time; but acknowledge it I muſt not- 
withſtanding Impudence, and the: whole Syſtem 
of Wit fly in my Face, that I never allowed him 
any Share in the Production, except the Relation 
did not take; then, my Author, ſays I, is the 
ce: I am ſorry I mention'd him; but 
only noted him for his Dulneſs — I wonder when 
he will leave off writing ſuch Nonſenſe — It 
grows worſe: and worſe ey Week; as if laſt 
Saturday's was not bad enough, he "muſt take 
ſuch Pains to make himſelf ſo much the more con- 
temptible this — and ſo forth; but upon my 
Word, in my cooler Moments, my Conſcience 


has always ſtung me for this Proceeding : I bave 
underwent many; an Hour's pricking for the Re- | 


Jation of a Story of his, with a few Additions. . 

But, I begin to feel this Malady coming on me 
again; the Diſtemper, I wou'd willingly have 
eyes: cou'd not Ry have attacked a OR 


{ 


e „ 


90 a faſhionable Writer —Nay, a Page or two 


was ſuch a Thing — I mean Modeſty —the only 


Thing 1 fear as a Writers Deſcaſeaux is not near ſo 


much in Apprehenſion of his Devil, and only Ad- 
verſary, the Moniter of his Scribendi en 
or Healy of his intellectual 8 e INT 


87 N 31. „ _ ; 
0 Tran Ene burfome effeckual Method to bas rid 


of this intermitting Diſtemper. — Let me re- 
flect — I have it — a ſufficient Quantity of Ego- 


IT re N will ha; be N 


* * _ f * 


; the! lira 85 ee may . has 0 
e may be allow dan Author as a Licende, 


that he has no Reaſon for introducing Exotiſo 3 5 
but now I have attain'd to a proper Degree of Im 
Pa T ſhall think it beneath me to offer Rex- 


| that is the Province of 1ow mechanical 
Writers z mine to ſay.all I pleaſe, and all-I'fay 
is right — becauſe I fay it; is not that ſufficient? 


beſides I won't caſt aThought towards being com: 


pelPd to any thing; Indeed if it were to come 
of my own Accord I might indulge the Rea: 
der — no, then I wou'd not do it; I mean 1 
might indulge myſelf: it is upon this Account, 


I chuſe to tell you, the Inſpector ſays the ſame 2 


No leſs a Man, than the immortal Inſpector fays 
the fame ; the Succeſſor to Add ſn and Steele — 
tis he that fays juſt ſo — Nay not only ſays, but 


does And, J chink that is ſufficient (laying 


aide all his other, mn. Merite, good 
Qualities 
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ago convinces you, © I was in doubt whether there 
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| form you he has wrote no — * 


| ay 
of Letters that are found to grace the. 


than fifty Societies, Acadimies Ac ee Se | 
ences and polite Literature. coy Tas o7 0 1 


Js AE. 1 doat on, kad] 8pye 1 


"Ty 
Qualcies, and Quelificationr)c0 re comme FO | 
.— for where you meet. with one that ſays. an 


acts the fame, you will find Millions who Lon 
Juſt in Oppoſition, to what they aſſert are their 
Sentiments; not only Laymen, but even 
ſſaſtics, as well as Ehyſicians; The Tenets that 
theſe Doctors lay dowp as - Proper. to ſecure Re- 
Poſe to your Soul and Body, they follow mi- 
nutely, in 2 e e a f Speech _— 


Fs i | 10 


N 1 308 


3 think the * is plain; dhe Aue 
is a Prodogy — ſuch a one as you won't -maegt 
with in a Million. — And, I believe, you wou'd | 


allow me to double the Number - were 


In — — 18, beſide ſuch 4 
tural, Hiſtory, an re, 


his Name, is not, to be ſure, Member, c 


This Author. I ſhall deen to 1 0 
if any; — be certainly is entirely of my NY 
of thinking — his Manner of getting the Better 


ou'd 


w 
— 


1 
ſhou'd exactly follow his Method of criumphiog 
over them; the beſt Expedient that poſſibly 
cou'd have been deviſed. His Riſe and Pro- 
greſs are Won fine: firſt to begin with 
2 ſeeming dor the Public, then taking 
that Jewel 3 into his Service, and 
then to ſecure 22 Pals to adopt Egotifn. He 
frequentiy ſhews Ry © What a great Reverence 
bed pays to ſome of the beſt ancient, as well as 

modern Authors, by quoting them, almoſt 
verbatim; except tris the Alteration of ſome 
old for faſhionable'Phraſes z Nay he holds them 
in ſuch Repute, he does not think it a Oo 
| to paſt mee his ou. 1246 

6 4 197320 Ds 

5 Ard: Les bre Vis ag; he abe all ima: 
1 Vice, and ſhew Virtue 


in all ber orious Tra 2 þÞ 
Pointing out — vicious, Pine: 4 


ideas Ons: fo the ake ON 
mon; by drawing es, o 1% 
nals, that they 172 frequently taken for ws z 
by: painting Diſtreſs in worthy Objects, and re- 
com mending Hoſpitality, Benevolence and 
Charity ; by delineating virtuous Characters, 
who have attain'd the Seat of Happineſs, as 
far as this mortal Coil will here admit of, — 
I-fay,” notwithſtanding all this, and much more 
that I con'd add, which are the End and 
Mart of his diurnal Lucubrations; I received. 
not long ſince, the | following Letter ages an 
Acquaintance . Roe the gs nf 4 


ita; 1 Das 
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the SpeFarors: In. 
« ſhall give you directly the Words of Mr, — 
ef he . dated rom er che es 


\ 1 5 
5 (io 
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HE kt Tims, En in Town; ak 


4 1 appear'd' a Daily Paper, with. an Eſſay 


c hoe to it, in the Goũt of the Speftator 3 


< which, I told you I approv'd of vaſtly; and 


_ © uſed funny: to read while in adon 7 
< when I departed, I defired you wou'd in- 


< form me, from time to time, of the Suc- 


CT cos fol it; which you did; — but, I find, 


you very much impoſed upon me; having 


< all a long informed me, that this Paper ſuc+ 


© ceeded better and better every Day; and 
„that the People in general, and the Repub- 
© lic of Letters in particular, ſeemed; 

< pleaſed, if not more ſo, than ever they pre 
with thoſe, never enough admired, Eſſays 
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ire ; ti very much ſurpriſed me, in in- 


0 weng me that the Paper call'd the 
<<. Inſ————7, ſucceeds equally well, if not 
< better, than the Spetators of Addiſen, —— 


« Poſitively," Sir, whoever has given you this 
Information, hath groſsly impoſed upon you. 
I (who am 6 with the 


Author 


* 


— 


tation of this, 1 


# 
y * 

15 
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« Author, as with any of his Cotem 


* 
© 


„to thoſe inimitable. Works. The beſt that 
« I can ſay of H—— , is that he can write 
„ a great deal, or rather copy, for three 


« Fourths of his Papers ave nothing but Pla- 
« giariſms: At firſt a great many People liked 


„ his Paper, becauſe it was a kind of Faſhion ; 
« ] can account for this: He was acquainted 


« with many Ladies of very gay Diſpoſitions, 


& and he, ſomehow, was happy enough to 


_« pleaſe them; they trumpeted his Character 


« of a fine Writer (who, by the by, knew 
« no more of goons Writing, than they did 
« of polite Behaviour) and the filly Cox- 
t combs, who paid their court to them, and 
% were oblidged to be of the ſame Opinion 


« timents of theſe Arch-Angels which reach'd 
a great many Ears, who take every thing 
« upon truſt; and this is the way that for a 


time it was in ſome trifling Eſteem; but. 


e never was Compariſon more odious, than 
t that of the Spectators and Inſpectors. It 


„ feems he has Vanity enough himſelf, to call 


. Addiſon and Steele his Predeceſſors: Indeed 
believe Vanity and Egotiſm have been 
„ Motives towards the hurting his Paper; and 
« theſe two Enormities together, have raiſed 


4 him ſo many Enemies; laying aſide thoſe 
„ whoſe particular Characters he has drawn or 
$ diſadvantageouſly mentioned. Had he con- 


T3. -  «*ceal'd 


raties)- 
„ can aſſure you, that it never approach d, 
« within ſome thouſand Degrees of Excellence, 


as their fair Enamoretas, reporting the Sen- 


= + 


f 01 * 5 
« ceal'd. his Name, or in other Words. — 
6 bag better of his Vanity, by wreſting an Author 
in had he, in another material Point, 
0 ng ee enough to have got the 
* better of that predominant Paſſion. of his, by 
not making uſe, ſo. often, (when he was 
„ «© known to kh the Author) of that harmonidus 
« ſounding Vowel to his Ear, 7; he certain- 1 
e ly wou'd. have had many more Admirers, 
„ and fewer Enemies: For 1 remember; be- 
<« ing in 4. certain Coffee. houſe; frequented by 
« ſotne of the ſevereſt Critics. of the Age, when 
* his firſt Paper made its Appearance; then 
« few were in the Secret who was the Author, 
« or whether one or more were concern'd in 
« it: and, I think the general Opinion was, 
it was a pretty IntrodyCtion of ſuch a kind 
«of Paper: the greateſt Part of the Beaux- © 
« Eſprits peak made up this Court of. Literate 
* Judicature, are now become his implacable 
Enemies, And I, can't find out the Reaſon, 
e (beſide thoſe. already mention'd) except it is, 
t they know the. Author to be D— F, 
„ and he to be a great Tell. — Odds are 
< laid, that he won't be able to ſupport his 
I. Paper till March; and laſt Week there was a 
2 Gentleman at G——*s Coffee- Houſe, that 
offer d ten to one he did not keep his * 
E riot cill February. 2 
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| 2 « . ſee how directly 3 this is, to 
© what you have all along tranſmitted me. — 1 


c . A enough, to believe you have 
3 been 
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43) 
been one of thoſe he mentions, that ml * 


ken his Character upon Truſt; and yet that 
contradicts all your Maxima, of not forming 


ipitately, or taking any 


88 * Judgments too 255 
thing upon Hear 
my 8 nds 


a conſtant Obſerver of 


* thoſe Maxims) *cill ſoch time as I ſhall hear 


& Yoga you __ this Subject. Sake 
I am Ge. | 1 55 | 


| The 888 wil olainly- dls! hoe! the | 


Writer of this Letter has been put u 
his ingenious Correſpondent of the Temple z 


for that Reaſon, as I found he was fo A 


humm'd, I thought it was beneath me 


make him any Anſwer ; except it was by 4 


ng him here, to warn all other ſecond - 


Opinions of others without ſufficient Foun- 
dation. Had I not been upon my Guard, 
how I believed Report, I ſhou'd have formed 


very wrong Judgments of maſt the Modern 


Wits. —— Think you, I ſhou'd have held 


X22 in ſuch eſteem as I do, had I been 


of the Opinion of thoſe who reported, that 


his laſt Work (I mean Whipping-Rods) had 


not the leaft in it to recommend it; that 


the whole was compiled to get a' Penny, at 


the Price of Veracity, and the Diſplay of his 
Ignorance? No, inſtead of aſſenting raſtily, 


Ld any * on was told me upon this 


3 


therefore, I muſt ſuſpend 


Judges of Authors, how they adopt the 
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As wou'd J alſo, my ingenious Friend A4 


Head; 1 peruſed this ingenious Work (you | 


may think) more than once; for too often it 
cou'd not be read, that I found by the Title- 


page, which was, indeed, replete with Sterling 
Wit; his very Motto contain'd more than 


three Fourths of the Works of all the Authors 


of the preceding Age; And afterwards, firmly 
aſſerted it was equal to, if not better than, any 
thing either Addiſon, Steele, or Swift ever 


Wrote. 


| I could enlarge upon the. Beauties of this 


Work ; but as I wou'd willingly avoid any 


thing that had the leaſt Appearance. of F lattery, 
I ſhall only tell my venerable Friend I admire 


him in every Line, and willingly wou'd have 


him perſevere -in . condeſcending” to favour the 
Town with his elaborately witty Productions. — 
. 
in the Craftſman; though there is not a great 
deal of Wit in that Part, which may come 


under the Denomination of an Eſſay; the 
Reader has but to turn over, and he abounds 


in the Character of Ranger, with Wit of all 
ſorts; does he like Parody, there it is; or is 
that, never enough admired, Species of Wit 
call'd Pun his choice, he may there find it; 
Allegory in abundance diſplays itſelf: In ſhort, 
not to be too prolix' in the Mention of the 
different Species of Wit, there is of all Sorts, 
from Pun down to rom. And yet this ele- 
gently explicit Author hath Enemies; have 


not mine Ears been more than once grated 


1 = 


with 


FRY 
with illiterate Declaimers. Cond & Surely. this | 
is an entire FATE, & BPO H n dne Sift 


e 


a; and 3 N 9 08 Diſcourſe 5 not a- 
mounted to more than —. % like his finding 
'« fault with H=——'s ſtile, and his pretending 
« to preſcribe Rules for Writing — yes Mr., 
40 Craft man, you can write upon Stile, ſtill eos 
« want; You. can think in order; too; but 
% your Train of Ideas does not appear: 
« 'H—— may be defective in Stile 
a you have none; his one's. his own, . at 
4 leaſt; yours borrow'd. of Swift. It's 
« more commendable to ſtrike out ſomething 

« new, though indifferent in itſelf, dy | 0 
ce Copy che den Original clk. eds. 


1 plain from hence chat "The, beſt 0 
Authors will have Enemies and Back- biters; 
But ſome ſay, this is the Work of H I, 
and palliate 8 Thing, by ſaying it's only 
retorting Viva voce, what M had 
done with him before in Print, firſt in his 
Sine-Confliu, &c. and afterwards in his Craftſ- 
man, — and by the Help of the ingeniouſly 


3 wed. 
$4 


15 Witty, and noted (even in the Inſþp———7) 


punning Apothecary ; in the Rhapſody for 
the Loſs of -a Wig ; But Wits, as well as Aus 
thors and Decken, . ivr ae Tann ſays 
N . 


a Wuck 


18 
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Gentleman hath thrown out? —Firft, 


446) 


Wich Opinion to abide by,: 1 mould = | 
Fas were I not always charitably diſpoſed, 
till Conviction is made Clear : . wherefore as a 


Wit, 1 ede H — not guilty. 


- Not even the aid een d With 1 
enen can eſcape malignant Cenſure; Not 
he, who for three ſucceſſive Years hath won 
the Prize in the Praiſe of the Omnipotent, 
a. = 9 i tieETegs a 0 WE 


* 


Where is the un -adiced Ay. aner. ba 
maſt applaud every Hint this ingenious Fyourig 
8 to 


his Od Woman s Magazins: where every Line 


dtew on a freſh Witty Burleſque. pointed An- 


titheſis, and well-choſen Pun. Then has he not 
even excelld himſelf (if I may be allow d e 
* in his Onatory — | 


nber dancing Monkies, ie as-they paſs, 
_ The Man, the Mankey, poeodler potuder d TY 74 


Were 1 to come to his late Dif e with 
He u, and the Conſequenees bringing 


him ———— Juſtice in the H—l——d; 


my feeble Pen -wou'd fail, in the Pointing out 
the various Beauties of this Poem; but not -to 
ſay, he has entirely eradicated that Diſeaſe (if e- 
ver he was troubled with it) which I mention d 


in 08 be and of which I was fo appre- 
| henſive 


e 
; 8 BEES: 


240 Lalwer . prefix e ek 
F op do eie Fes may 
Ne I 
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wo y other in it; chough none inferior to 
any” modern Production RYE exc ted, * 
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he there 11 5 us, She nent take Pen in hand 

and turn Joufnaliſt; * But finceT find this great 
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Þ* Perhaps ps, the Reader way be e 000 e know 
"what 1 e made mention of theſe ſeveral diffe- 
rent Writers for, and what Connection they have 
to the Title of this Work; my Anſwer is, that I 
ook upon them to be the only Standards of true 
Wit exiſting; and conſequentiy they have Con- 
nection eng! mY with the Nite ſince the Character 
of a Wit. (in Writing) can otily be attain'd by 
Purſuing their Paths, Which, though different, 
are the direct Roads to the Seat of true Wit. To 
de a Wit in Writing, then, there needs no man- 
ner of Occafion for, 2 natural Parts, or Lear- 
ning, as ſome ſtupid e Writers have ima- 
_ Lined : Tou have no to do, but read con- 
ds the Writings. of Theſe Authors, as they 
come out, Freſh and freſh, (and, if you. have not 
already, thoſe that they bave before publiſh'd ;) 
this will give you a ſufficient Knowledge to com- 
mence Writer upon any Subject; if you have a 
mind to write u Natutal-Philoſophy, read 
HI with great ttention: Have you à mind 
to be a Noveliſt, ] ournaliſt, or Eſſay Writer ? 
You may chuſe which you pleaſe, F=g HU, 
=_— or Sb. Are you inclin'd.to be particularly 
_ witty in Satyr? fail not to read K - and D 
4 1 might add alſo d. Should foft Poetic Num- 
bers. incline to fill your Page, read Sm— by all 
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ou Train of Ideas will conſequently appear. 
But after all, ſhould any one object againſt theſe 
Rules, by ſay ing they are not ſufficiently learned 
to either underſtand theſe Authors thoroughly 
"when they read them; or afterwards, upon a Sup- 
poſition they have peruſed their Works, that they 
can't write Exglißß; —I anſwer thus, I preſcribe 
_ theſe Rules for none, but ſuch as can read, or at 


leaſt make ſhift to read; —that is ſufficient to be 


an Author: if you don't underſtand them rightly, 
apply to Mr. Baily's Dictionary, and I veiitu.e to 
ſay, you will make out their Meaning (as it is not 


the Faſhion now to make a Parade of Learning.) 


-*Suppoling theſe Authors underſtood, —it mat- 
ters not, whether you can write or no; there are 
always Amanuenſis's enough to be had, Learn 
Grammer of Greenwood, or rather refer your Ama- 
nuenſis to him: and for Spelling, —Mr. Dyche is 


There is another kind of Wit, which is the con- 
verſing · Wit: to attain to any Degree of Perfec- 
tion in this Character, it's abſolutely neceſlary, 
you ſhould go every Sunday, to hear that great 
Orator, and happy Deliverer of Sublimity 
H—nl—y: there you will ſoon be initiated in 
the Arcanum of Eloquence; that it conſiſts in few 
Rules, will be the firſt thing you'll obſerve.: The 
next, that Wit in Converſation: (or rather Oratory) 
is entirely made up of a ſignificant Shrug, an 
arch Leer, a proper applied Wink, a ay 
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ination of the Auditors. I alſo recommend 
2 Robin hood Society, as the fineſt Academy of 
Rhetoric now in Europe; the Arguments here 


carried on, are far from being hypatherical, and 


are ſupported by the beſt Orators this Nation af- 
fords; the Debate is generally very concluſive, 


and the Beauties of Grammer, Engl. WS and well- 
turn'd Periods, are all corneaed t. 


er in the 
ſumming up of the Argument, by the worthy 
Prefident. "ie $h— 1s will appriſe you of a 
fort Pronunciation, | ſuitable to 0 numerous and 
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lite Coffee Houſes are proper Places of reſort, fo 
attaining the Character of a diſcoutſing Wir: . 


ver miſs the Bedford of a Sunday Evænling, fot then 


the Caravans arrive from the different Afemblies, 


at the Change, Temple. Bur, &c. and all meet at this 


general Receptacle of Wits. There youlf hear 
a Variety of faſhionable, elegant, and peg Con” 
ccits — Criticiſm, Mr Town wilf prevail 


you to think is the Taſte, and the leſs the Grounds 5 


the more the Mode: Mr. M—#—# will convince 
you a Laugh is always to be raiſed, by dint of his 

own fifible Diſpoſition ; never minding, whether 
it's at him, or the Joke—that i is immaterial, Mt 


te will hum.you into a Belief that there is Me- 


rit in telling a down right Lye with a" dry Face; 


and Mr. B—? will perſuade you there are Beau- 
ties in Pun, though ſilly Addiſon would not lift it 
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Tahat theſe Rules are infallible, every judicious; 
candid, and not pedantic Reader will certainly al- 
low. Therefore I may with ſome Propriety, ſay, 

thus have I equipp'd you O Reader for a Wit! 


. Rujh on the Town, and there diſplay, 

Dur Wiltticiſms, each diff rent Way: . 
n Verſe, in Proſe, in Dogęrel- Rhymes; 
In Puns, Conceits, and Pantomime; © 
Acroftick, Rebus, Enigma; | 

The Beauties of each Kind diſplay; en 
With all other Conceits, like theſe: leh 
The Ear to Charm, the Fancy pleaſei | 
' The Inftrument of Poets dread, 
An echoing Cat-call, or Reed: © 
Vb Dilligence, the Uſe attain, 

- To damn Authors, without much Pan. 
Thus Equipp'd — compleat Critic Start; 
Aud in the Pit, perform your Part; 
Or at the Wits Aſſembly Shine — - 

A Critic Arm'd—be that Part thine 1 

And when the Town, itſelf bath loft, 

Don ſhall ſucceed to Ch Poſt, 
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